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cient. Where cachexia is present, small doses should be taken night and morn¬ 
ing for some time. 

17. Picrate of Quinia. —Dr. Masse communicated to the Academy of Medi¬ 
cine of Paris the results of his trials with this preparation in intermittent and 
remittent fevers. He stated that this preparation, though it exercised a cura¬ 
tive power in intermittent fevers, was less effectual than the sulphate of quinia. 
Its bitterness renders its administration difficult; and it has no curative power 
in bilious remittent fever. Hence it is not a true substitute for the sulphate of 
quinia.— La Revue Scientifique, May 4th, 1872. 

18. Ethyl-chloride of Mercury. —Dr. Pruemers, of Berlin, states ( Virchoiv’s 
Arcluv, December, 1871) that, after some experiments on animals, he used this 
preparation in some syphilitic cases with eruptions. He injected subcutane¬ 
ously a solution containing to j of a grain of the substance, and generally 
10-20 injections were sufficient. The injection produced no considerable pain, 
and no appreciable infiltration or induration of the part, presenting in these 
respects a marked contrast to the injection of corrosive sublimate. There was 
also no disturbance of the digestive organs or salivation. He has also admin¬ 
istered the agent in the form qf pill, the dose being half a grain to a grain, 
night and morning. In this case also there were no unpleasant results.— Glas¬ 
gow Med. Journ., May, 1872. 

19. Palvis Glycyrrhizce Compositus , a laxative preparation of the Prus¬ 
sian Pharmacopoeia. —Dr. David Page extols this preparation for the treat¬ 
ment of simple constipation resulting from atony of the bowels. “ Whether in 
simple uncomplicated torpor of the intestines,” he says, “or in constipation 
accompanying temporary gastric disorder, the powder, alone or auxiliary to 
appropriate remedies, is preferable to other preparations of its class. In the 
former, our object is rather to call into play the peristaltic action of the 
intestine than to deplete by serous transudation from its walls, and, in the 
latter especially, no prudent practitioner would run the risk of aggravating the 
disordered stomach by the exhibition of purgatives possessed of irritant or 
drastic properties. The compound liquorice powder is composed of the fol¬ 
lowing constituents, so prepared as to form when incorporated an almost im¬ 
palpable powder: Senna leaves, gvj; liquorice root, gvj ; fennel seeds, Jiij; 
sulphur, giij ; refined sugar, Jxviij. 1 

“The active ingredients are sulphur and senna. The action of the former, 
when administered alone, is frequently accompanied by tormina, and the con¬ 
tinued use is apt to cause derangement of the mucous membrane .of the upper 
intestine. The physiological action of sulphur appears to be upon the muscu¬ 
lar coat, and less upon the mucous surface, while senna is a more active pur¬ 
gative, more apt to excite tormina, and acts more upon the mucous than the 
muscular coat. By the aromatic and stimulant properties of the fennel, and 
the demulcent action of the liquorice, itself a mild laxative, the effects of the 
more active constituents are judiciously modified. 

“ The usual dose is a small teaspoonful at bed-time in water, with which it is 
easily mixable, forming an agreeable draught. Children, to whom Gregory’s 
powder is a terror, readily take it with the belief that it is a sweetmeat. 

“ That the action of the powder is not to produce catharsis with serous transu¬ 
dation is proved by the motions, which are usually well-formed and soft.”— The 
Practitioner, May, 1872. 

20. Sulphovinate of Soda as a Purgative.— Dr. Kabuteau has taken this 
salt himself and administered it to others, and finds : 1. That the sulphovi¬ 
nate of soda purges in relatively feeble doses; 25 grammes, or five drachms, 
are always sufficient; 10 grammes act on children and sometimes on adults. 
2. The number of evacuations varies according to the quantity ingested ; with 


1 This formula is given in the Pharmacopoeia Borussica. 
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a dose of 20 grammes in three glasses of water, it usually produces four or five 
stools; and from five to eight in doses of 25 grammes. The effects usually 
begin to manifest themselves au hour after it has been taken. 3. The sulphovi- 
nate is the mildest of saline purgatives; it produces no exhaustion or pain, and 
it may even cause colics previously experienced to disappear, as for instance 
in certain forms of diarrhoea, which it is capable of speedily arresting. 4. 
This salt, causing no pain, no abnormal intestinal contraction, acting, in a word, 
as a type of dialytic purgatives, can be prescribed even during menstruation 
and pregnancy. 5. In consequence of its very slight flavour when slightly 
sugared, it is taken without repugnance by the most fastidious, and by children. 
6. The sulphovinate of soda ought to be preferred to the citrate of magnesia, 
since it possesses the advantages, without the disadvantages, of the latter. In 
the first place, it is more agreeable to the taste, especially when dissolved in 
Seltzer water; secondly, it cannot lead to the formation of calculus. It is well 
known that it is dangerous to continue the use of the magnesian salts too long, 
and no judicious physician would prescribe the citrate to old people, especially 
to those affected with catarrh of the bladder, lest the ammoniaco-magnesian 
phosphate should be precipitated.— Practitioner, April, 1872, from Revue cle 
Thirap. Mid.-Chir. 1871. 

21. A Zootropiliic Powder. —M. Polli, after dwelling -on the importance of 
the presence of the various mineral constituents of the body in food, if the 
healthy nutrition of the tissues is to be maintained, recommends the following 
powder, as containing some of the most essential: Phosphate of lime 10 parts ; 
tribasic phosphate of lime, 10 parts; phosphate of soda, 15 parts; carbonate 
of lime, 10 parts ; sulphate of magnesia, 15 parts; chloride of sodium, 10 parts; 
bicarbonate of potash, 15 parts ; oxide of iron, 10 parts; oxide of manganese, 
2.5 parts; silicate of potash, 2.5 parts. The dose of this powder is 45 grains 
daily for children, or double this quantity for an adult. He recommends its 
use especially—1. In infants at the breast, who are suffering from dentition, 
or in nurses. 2. In children suffering from usteo-malacia, rachitis, scrofulosis, 
or chlorosis. 3. In pregnant women, and those suffering from puerperal ca¬ 
chexia. 4. In fractures, and cases of caries of the bones. 5. In tuberculosis, 
especially when there are vomicae. 6. In ansemia after hemorrhages, and in 
leucocythmmia. 7. In convalescence after long illness. — The Practitioner, 
May, 1872, from Medizinisch-ckirurgische Rundschau, Feb. 1872. 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, AND PRACTICAL 

MEDICINE. 

22. Experiments on Pycemia. —Dr. Bukdon Sanderson made a most inter¬ 
esting and important communication to the Pathological Society of London on 
pyaemia. He began by relating his first experiments as to the effect of inocu¬ 
lating the lower animals with pytemic liquids. In the autumn of 1867, he in¬ 
jected the purulent liquid contained in the ankle-joint of a patient, who had 
died a few hours before with metastatic abscesses, general suppurative arthritis, 
and intense septicaemia, under the skin in a dog and two guinea-pigs. The two 
guinea-pigs died within short periods (fifteen and twenty days), and exhibited 
symptoms of great intensity. Both had metastatic abscesses ; but in one the 
lungs were already beset with minute nodules, resembling miliary tubercles. 
The dog lived seven weeks. In this case there were no secondary abscesses, but 
miliary tubercles of the liver and spleen. From one of the guinea-pigs, two 
others were inoculated, of which one died of pyremic subcutaneous abscesses, 
without visceral disease; the other, which lived longer, had no abscesses, but 
tuberculous disease of the lungs. During the same winter, other experiments 
of the same kind were made, all of which seemed to show that, by the inocula¬ 
tion of pymmic products, two sets of lesions might be produced : as an imme- 



